
BRINGING A WHOLE NEW MEANING TO THAT TIME-HONOURED PHRASE, ‘CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME’, WHETHER YOU WANT TO SAVE THE EARTH, THE MYRIAD OF LIFE 

FORMS THAT INHABIT IT, OR WOULD LIKE TO DO YOUR BIT TO HELP ONE OF THE SEEMINGLY NEVER ENDING HUMANITARIAN CRISES AFFLICTING THE GLOBE – THE NARGIS 

CYCLONE THAT’S RECENTLY DEVASTATED BURMA, A RASH OF TORNADOES ACROSS THE US, AND THE DEADLY EARTHQUAKE THAT HAS HIT SICHUAN IN SOUTHWEST CHINA 

- MAKING A HUGE DIFFERENCE TO ANY ONE OF THOUSANDS OF WORTHY CAUSES IS JUST A MOUSE CLICK AWAY.

Focusing on the eradication of world hunger, a simple daily click on this site’s yellow ‘Click Here To Give’ 
button helps provide food to those in need, and won’t cost you a single penny. Food is donated by the 
sponsors and distributed by Mercy Corps worldwide and by America’s Second Harvest to food banks 
across the US. And if you really want to put your money where your mouth is, by shopping at their 
online store - specialising in fair-trade and handcrafted items from around the globe – you’ll be lending 
them even more support. 

With an estimated 27 million people still in bonded labour around the world, and 126 million children 
in work harmful to their health and welfare, this is the website of the world’s oldest human rights 
organisation founded in 1839. Campaigning against shameful issues such as the forced labour and 
exploitation of domestic workers in the Philippines, slavery by descent, and people trafficking, it also 
highlights the importance of exercising consumer power when it comes to choosing chocolate, hand-
knotted rugs, and high street fashion.

Focusing on the children who are most severely marginalised by the overlapping forces of conflict, pov-
erty and social exclusion – those living and working on the streets, child soldiers and children in prison 
– War Child has been helping kids and young people affected by war for almost 15 years and currently 
has programmes in DR Congo, Iraq, Afghanistan and Uganda. There’s an estimated 300,000 children in 
fighting forces around the world, and while many have, in some places, now been returned, thousands 
are unable to reconnect with their families and communities. 

A project conceived by Action Without Borders – whose mission statement is to connect people, organi-
sations and resources in order to help build a world where all people can live free and dignified lives 
– Idealist is an innovative interactive site where you can exchange resources and ideas; find volunteer 
opportunities, events and supporters; locate or start an Idealist Group; sign up to receive daily alerts 
matching your interests; create a personal profile to network with other Idealists… and loads more. 

A platform for Tibetan people suffering under the Chinese occupation and denied the freedom to tell the 
world of the human rights abuses taking place there, British actress and comedienne Joanna Lumley is 
the megastar face behind Free Tibet’s most recent campaigns. If this is an issue close to your heart, then 
in the run-up to this summer’s high profile Olympic Games in Beijing, and China’s aching desire to join the 
elite club of world superpowers, there’s never been a better time to become a member, lend your voice or 
donate online.

Text: Carolyn Melian
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ANT FARM: LIVING 
ARCHIVE 7
Author: Felicity D. Scott

HANDLED WITH CARE: 
CONTEMPORARY 
CERAMIC DESIGN
Author: Designboom
A fully-loaded guide to contemporary 
ceramic design, Handled with Care 
features 180 different designs spread 
across 112 gloriously glossy pages. 
Taken from designboom’s 2007 
Handled with Care exhibition – 
which comprised 500 pieces by 163 
designers from 35 countries – this 
bright yellow book is a showcase 

of one of design’s most underrated 
forms. What makes this page-turner even more appealing is that 
it’s limited to just 1,000 copies, each numbered and certified by 
designboom. Snap one up while you still can. 

SEX AND THE 
CITY: THE MOVIE

Starring: Sarah Jessica 
Parker, Kim Cattrall, 
Kristin Davis, Cynthia 
Nixon, 
Jennifer Hudson

Ladies were weeping 
tears of joy when this 
designer-wrapped delight 
hit cinemas on 30th May. 
Beginning where the 
series left off, the movie 

version of the cult HBO comedy classic centres 
around the trials and tribulations of four successful 
women in New York; Carrie, the style-mad writer; 
Samantha, the man-eating PR guru; Charlotte, the 
prim Pollyanna; and Miranda, the no-nonsense 
lawyer. Thrown together, their lives are a heady 
mix of bar-and bed-hopping, with lots of glamour, 
humour and poignancy thrown in for good measure. 
Written and directed by Michael Patrick King, the 
movie has been a long time coming, but for fans 
everywhere, it’ll be worth every second. 

VERB CRISIS
Author: Barbara Hitchcock 

Despite what the title would 
lead you to believe, Verb 
Crisis doesn’t trace the misuse 
of verbs in the modern-day 
English language. What it 
does do, however, is examine 
architectural solutions for 
an increasingly populated 
and interdependent planet. 

Packed with original photos, essays and interviews from 
leading figures in the industry, the 288-page book covers 
a wide range of innovative projects across the globe 
that address the issues of the world’s current condition. 
Covering everything from global affairs to urban 
planning, this is a designer’s survival bible from start to 
finish. Other than being the saviour of our souls, it’ll look 
damn fantastic on your coffee table, too.  

Books Cinema

INDIANA JONES 
AND 

THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL 

SKULL

Starring: Harrison Ford, 
Ray Winstone, Shia LeBeouf, 

Cate Blanchett 

Despite nearing his 115th 
birthday, or at least that’s 
what we’re guessing, Harrison Ford is back to reprise 

his role as Indiana Jones for the latest instalment of the 
nostalgic 80s franchise. Ominously titled Indiana Jones 

and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull, the plot of the 
fourth movie pits Indy and his son, played by boy of the 

moment Shia LeBeouf, against the Soviet Union in an 
adrenaline-packed battle for something known only 
as the Crystal Skull. Of course, there’ll be all the usual 

whip-cracking, womanising action, as well as real stunts 
and surprise cameos from past cast members. Producer 

George Lucas and director Steven Spielberg are also 
on-hand to lend their magical touch to the much-

anticipated movie, which hit cinemas on 22nd May.

Don’t let the creepy-crawly name put 
you off; the Ant Farm to which the title 
of this book refers is actually a group 
of environmental activists who go by 
the same name. Having rummaged 
through a stack of archival material on 
their practices, including experimental 

works that border on the ‘fringe of architecture’ , author 
Felicity D. Scott delivers a comprehensive guide to one of the 
most influential eco-collectives out there. A must-read for 
those into the green scene.
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